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Links CVS

Fundamentals
22 | Training
SEARCHING FOR RELEVANT

GRANT FUNDING & WRITING
GRANT FUNDING APPLICATIONS
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A BOROUGH COUNCIL 7= UK Government




AIMS OF THE SESSION

10:00am - Introductions 12:00pm - Are you eligible?
10:15am - Searching for relevant grant funding 12:15pm - Identifying & Evidencing Need

10:45am - Highlighting some local and national 12:30pm - Top tips

funding.
1:00pm - Farewell

11:00am - Group exercise - organisational
checklist

11:30am - Break
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SEARCHING FOR RELEVANT GRANT INFORMATION

Searching for grant funding opportunities can You could sign up to at least one online service
be complex and confusing. Some funders have that will send you updates about new grant

several deadlines throughout the year, others funds and deadlines by email. Try and ensure

do not have deadlines and you can apply atany  that the service you choose lets you configure

time. Its settings so that you get updates that match
your needs.

Funders do change their focus on what they

want to fund. You need to check the criteria Don’t rely solely on update emails as not all

carefully to make sure you meet them. grants show up. Many funders have

programmes that run for years with no
deadlines or rolling deadlines, so you should
always use grant searches as well as updates.

‘u" CHESTERFIELD Funded by
A BOROUGH COUNCIL UK Government

Links CVS



My Funding Central

An affordable funding search tool for Charities and VCSE's in England.

www.myfundingcentral.co.uk

Up to £30,000 Free

Over £30,000 up to £50,000 £50 + VAT
Over £50,000 up to £100,000 £100 + VAT
Over £100,000 up to £500,00 £200 + VAT
Over £500,000 up to £1 million £300 + VAT
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Search Funding Latest Saved

My Funding Central now updates -  news items

Search now New search
Organisation types Select organisation type
Areas of work Select areas of work
Locations Search phrase:
Activities Select activities
Eligible expenditure Select eligible expenditure
Geographic scope U Local U Regional U National UJEuropean
Fund status () Future U Open for Applications [J Closed to Applications
Funding bodies Search phrase:

Keyword search

Search phrase Enter search term
Search ® All text O Fund name

Match @ All words O Any word O Exact phrase



Search Funding Latest Saved

My Flllldillg Central now updates - news items

Search results

« Back

Sort items by
AtoZ
Activity
Deadline
Funding type

Status

Filter results

FUNDING TYPE
OJ Grant
UJ Loan

FUNDING SOURCE
CJ Government

U Lottery

CJ Charitable

(J Corporate

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE
11 aral

:= Show criteria  [2) Save search

179 funds have been found. Showing page 1 of 18.

Select all on this page Deselect all on this page

[@) save selected .i_h, Download selected

All Funds

7stars Foundation

7/stars Foundation

(J Select this result

Grants are available to support young people challenged by abuse and addiction, those who are young carers, and
those who are homeless or without a safe place to call home.

Status Application deadline Maximum value
Open for Applications 30/04/2024 £ 2,500
A B Charitable Trust

A B Charitable Trust (ABCT)

[J Select this result

Grants are available for small to medium-sized charities registered and working in the UK that defend human rights
and promote respect for vulnerable individuals.

Status Application deadline Maximum value
Open for Applications 26/04/2024 £ 30,000



Funds Online

Huge database of funders but expensive -
around 8,000. £150PA + VAT if you are
registered charity, otherwise £450PA + VAT.
More complex to use that My Funding Central
but you can select more specific criteria
relating to your organisation which means that
you will get a better match for your needs.
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Funds|Online dsc

FIND YOUR FUNDING Now €

Who is being funded? Focus of activity (all) Refine focus further (all) v Refine focus even further(all) ¥

Refine results Enter your search criteria to begin searching for funds

Subscription type
' FOUND ' FOUND

Grant-making charities funding
-
organisations

Grant-making charities fundin

In:ividuaals - -

Company giving for GRANT-MAKING CHARITIES @ GRANT-MAKING CHARITIES i
FUNDING ORGANISATIONS ~g8l § FUNDING INDIVIDUALS i

e Tk Upgrade
organisations

Government and statutory
support for organisations

Type of funding

4 8 RESULTS
FOUND

COMPANY GIVING FOR
ORGANISATIONS

Learn more about our subscription packages

Location

Beneficiaries/personal circumstances

Beneficiary age

Only show funders that accept unsolicited i
applications

Update search results

Clear search
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/ Excellence

FRAMEWORK

Free to use grant search and regular email updates - around 2400 funders.

Find anything you need, for free:
* Funding Finder - with categories for Core Funding and Small Charities & Community Groups
and links to other free grant directories.
 Help Finder - including finding companies that make donations and raffle prizes.
 Data Finder - find charity information & data, and donation & giving statistics.

Tips from experience
Ensure you click UK wide when selecting Derbyshire otherwise it will only display Derbyshire

only grants.

UK Government

BOROUGH COUNCIL N
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https://www.charityexcellence.co.uk/free-grant-funding-finder-directory/
https://www.charityexcellence.co.uk/core-costs-funding-for-charities/
https://www.charityexcellence.co.uk/grants-for-small-charities/
https://www.charityexcellence.co.uk/free-charity-help-finder/
https://www.charityexcellence.co.uk/companies-that-donate-to-charity/
https://www.charityexcellence.co.uk/companies-that-donate-raffle-prizes/
https://www.charityexcellence.co.uk/charity-information-and-data/

Funding Finder ®

Location
UK/International

All

Category & Amount
People & Groups

None selected

Other Tools
Recent Additions

None selected

DD

Show 25 v entries Showing 1 to 25 of 2,400 entries

Region/Country

None selected

Sector & Type

None selected

Any or All Categories

Any selected category

England - City/County

Please enter..

Amount

None selected

Keyword Search

Search here

1% For The Planet A platform that pairs businesses and individuals with approved environmental nonprofits. Apr 21.

100+ Fundraising Platforms A Charity Excellence resource of 100+ fundraising platforms, sorted by category, with advice on choosing th
e right platform(s) for your charity

100x Impact Accelerator A £50mn global initiative dedicated to shaping a new generation of ‘social unicorns’. Based at the London
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), 100x aims to nurture high-potential social enterprises, ena
b|ing them to achieve positive impact on the scale of billions. Impact areas for applications include climate
and environment, health and social care, educution, refugees, and democracy. Up to £150k in cupii‘ul. Last d

eadline | have was 10 Mar. | don't know how often it's open. You can join a wait list. Updated May 23.

1692 (Raheem Sterling Foundation) Youth education projects, whether through formal instruction or vocational support. We will collaborate with
businesses and fund appropriate initiatives that create pathways for those who strive to succeed. London, M

| [ e | ([ T STy | senpaaaee| |ESpae | ey [See) () SRS e | RN RSETRE] (e | e e | (-] ST | INIROTRSTINE [ | [SUTON| ey

International

UK Wide,England,England Local,Scotl Platform
and,Northern Ireland, Wales

UK Wide

England Local

Environment,Platform

Social Enterprise

London,Mancheste  Young People,Education

r
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Free weekly mailing from Links - if you wish to receive them, please signh up to our mailing list. It
features roughly 6 funds per issue - we include newly announced funds plus those with

approaching deadlines.

There are limits to finding funds through update emails, at Links we aim to fill those gaps by
featuring grants with no rolling deadlines or lesser-known pots - these funds are listed on our

website here - www.linkscvs.org.uk/fundingnews.

@ UK Government

BOROUGH COUNCIL
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Research indicates that over one-third of applications to funders are ineligible - meaning they do
not fall within the funder’s stated guidelines and criteria. These databases do help narrow that
margin but they aren’t perfect.

We have found at Links when doing a funding search for a group an ineligible fund has shown in the
search despite the criteria selected. ALWAYS CHECK BEFORE STARTING AN APPLICATION.

READ THE GUIDANCE - TRY AND TALKTO THE FUNDER TO ENSURE YOU ARE ELIGIBLE! Ring
them, email them, even write to them if possible.

At Links, we carry out funding searches on behalf of groups looking for funding. This is what we are
here for, please use us.

We will be running group follow up sessions to show you how to use My Funding Central and Charity
Excellence Framework.

?% Funded by
> UK Government
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LOCAL FUNDERS

 Foundation Derbyshire: Foundation Derbyshire offers a wide variety of funding programmes
available to individuals and community & voluntary groups working across Derby and
Derbyshire. Usually can apply up to £2,500.

- Derbyshire Voluntary Action: Start Up - Up to £200 to get things going for brand new groups |
Small Grants - Up to £500 for running costs | Health & Wellbeing Grants - Up to £3,000 per

area (Chesterfield, North East Derbyshire & Bolsover).

* Chesterfield Borough Council - Community Grants Fund: for revenue and smaller capital
projects the minimum grant is £500, and the maximum grant per application is £6,000. The
next deadline is 26th March 2024. Rounds open throughout the year.

* Derbyshire County Council - COVID-19 Community Fund: aims to support voluntary and
community sector organisations to improve the health and wellbeing of Derbyshire residents.

Up to £2,000.

‘u" CHESTERFIELD Funded by
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LOCAL FUNDERS

In every area of the UK there is usually at least one local support or infrastructure organisation
that helps charities and voluntary sector organisations look for funding - Links is the
infrastructure organisation for Chesterfield & North East Derbyshire for help with
funding/applications. Some of these support organisations also have funding to give out. Links
doesn’t have any dedicated funding streams however if you cover more than Chesterfield & North
East Derbyshire e.g. Erewash/Amber Valley please check with the CVS in that area if you would be

eligible for any funding pots they may have available.

BOROUGH COUNCIL
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THE

NATIONAL
NATIONAL FUNDERS LOTTERY’

National Lottery Funding

 National Lottery Community Fund - The starting place for many organisations making a
difference to people’s lives. They are particularly interested in helping communities most in
need. Awards for All: Up to £20,000 over 2 years. Reaching Communities: No limit over 5
years.

 Heritage Lottery Fund - Focuses on understanding, valuing and sharing heritage. £10,000 to
£250,000 or £250,000 to £10million.

« Arts Council England - Focuses on creativity and culture. £1,000 to £30,000 and £30,000+.

 Sport England - Aims to build an active nation.

4 CHESTERFIELD ?@ 2. Funded by
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SEVERN

NATIONAL FUNDERS THENT

Severn Trent Community Fund

For project costs only. Have designed their fund around improving community wellbeing. This

includes:

* People - Projects that support healthier lifestyles and skills development.

 Places - Projects that help create better places for communities.
 Environment - Projects that improve access to and promote a healthier natural environment,
including the preservation of water.
There are three sizes of grant that you can apply for:
« £2,000 to £10,000 - up to 12 months for project completion
 £10,001 to £75,000 - up to 24 months for project completion
« £75,001to £200,000 - up to 24 months for project completion

To apply for more than £10,000 you must be a registered charity or company/business.

“? A\ CHESTERFIELD

BOROUGH COUNCIL
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LLOYDS BANK FOUNDATION
NATIONAL FUNDERS England & Wales

e

They have three unrestricted funding programmes and one which is focussed on collaborations

Lloyds Bank Foundation

seeking to influence locally and regionally. The three unrestricted funding programmes are:

1) for small specialist charities supporting people facing complex issues;

2) for small charities working with and led by people experiencing inequity because of their race
or ethnicity;

3) for d/Deaf and Disabled people's organisations.

Unrestricted grants of £75,000 for three years are provided to registered charities/ClOs alongside
a range of tailored development support. Must have an annual income of between £25,000 and

£500,000. Currently closed but will be reopening soon.
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NATIONAL FUNDERS
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Landfill Communities Fund

The Regulations impose various eligibility criteria for projects to receive funo

must be within 10 miles of an Environment Agency registered landfill site anc

number of objects (or areas of work) which are defined within the regulations.

follows:

Ing, namely projects
must match one of a

These are as

 Object A - the reclamation, remediation or restoration of land which cannot currently be used;

 Object B - the prevention of potential for pollution or the remediation of the effects of the

pollution;

 Object D - the provision, maintenance or improvement of a public park or another public

amenity;

 Object DA - the conservation or promotion of biodiversity; and

* Object E- the restoration of a place of religious worship or of historic or architectural interest.

CHESTERFIELD 72
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Small group exercise - organisational
checklist
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ORGANISATIONAL CHECKLIST - ARE YOU
ELIGIBLE?

The National Lottery Awards for All Eligibility Criteria - Example

You must be a voluntary or community organisation and have a governing document.

You need at least 2 board or committee members who are not related or living at the same
address.

 Require a bank account and can provide a bank statement.
« Understand how much income you have and can provide details (unless a new group).

If you meet these 4 main requirements you will likely be eligible for funding.
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INDENTIFYING NEED

Need is the term we use to describe a problem,
Issue or situation where something needs to
change to make things better for a person, a
group of people, an environment or an
organisation.
 Have a clear vision about what you want to
tackle, how you will address this and will it
complement other projects.
 Be prepared to revise and adapt if
necessary.

 Be clear about the reasons for your project.

CHESTERFIELD ?" Funded by “?
BOROUGH COUNCIL UK Government Links CVS

Key Points

What is the problem or issue you want to
address with your project?

What evidence is there that this need
exists?

What are the reasons for the need?

Have you carried out any research?

Why have you prioritised this need?

Why is your project an appropriate
response to the need?

Have you consulted with the people your
project will benefit and other relevant
stakeholders?

Do you know about relevant local strategies
or initiatives, or other projects working in
this field and how your project will fit in?



EVIDENCING NEED

. Asking people with experience of the need Key Sources/Resources
» Your own experience, or what you have * Derbyshire Obsevatory
seen  The Index of Multiple Deprivation
. Research into the scale of the need « Office for National Statistics (Census Data)
. Local statistics about the population in the 360 Grant Nav

area or levels of deprivation (such as from
the census or other more recent surveys) or
other statistics e.g. Derbyshire Observatory

* Local authority initiatives or partnership
strategies between statutory and voluntary
sector services that are in place because
the need is already well known and
evidenced.

- ( CHESTERFIELD 73%\ Funded by
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DERBYSHIRE OBSEVATORY

As of 18th January 2024 this website is currently undergoing a
revamp and not being updated. However, it does still include a

lot of useful information for Derbyshire and specific areas
including:
* Population & Households
 Housing
 Health & Well-being
* Businesses
 Employment
* Education & Skills
 Environment
* Deprivation
 Crime

https://observatory.derbyshire.gov.uk/

-4 CHESTERFIELD ?g Funded by
( A BOROUGH COUNCIL UK Government

Links CVS


https://observatory.derbyshire.gov.uk/

Home Topics v Census v  AreaProfiles Infographics News Maps and Documents v

Population and Employment Education and Skills Environment Deprivation

Households
T

Derbyshire Observatory site
Posted: January 18, 2024

A new Derbyshire Observatory is being developed and this site is not currently being maintained. If you need any
information please contact Research@derbyshire.gov.uk

Monthly Unemployment Statistics — October 2023
Posted: November 16, 2023

Unemployment figures are published each month by the Office for National Statistics. A selection of the latest figures as they
relate to Derbyshire is presented on the Derbyshire Observatory. In October 2023 there were 13,250 people aged 16+
included on the Claimant Count. The Claimant Count unemployment rate across Derbyshire is higher than October 2022 ...

Infographics

Unemployment in Derbyshire

Quick Facts

Population: 803,464 (ONS 2022)
Area: 255,100 Hectares

House Price: £236,232 (Land Registry November 2022) Vo o e o e s e & e
Local Businesses: 29,760 (IDBR 2020) N
Employee Jobs: 293,000 (BRES 2019)
Weekly Earnings: £587 (ASHE 2021)
Unemployment: 2.7% (ONS October 2023)




census

2021 First release - June 2022 |U{* Deprivation in Derbyshire 2019

The English Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) ranks all Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) in
Key statlstl CcS for C heSte rf |e|d England from the most deprived to the least deprived. Of the 151 Upper Tier Local Authorities in England,

Derbyshire ranks 103 (1 being the most deprived).
B =
soa | -0.2% /ﬂ\ 2.8%
103,600 -200 15.7 48,100 1,300

Overall Deprivation in Derbyshire Key Facts

22 areas (4%) in
Derbyshire fall within
the 10% most

England 6.6% England 4.3 England 6.2% o ®r
Tolal pesaiation Population change | Population density Total number of Household change YR D § r
Pop since 2011 Census per hectare households since 2011 Census i = ey v
. A ots SIS 64 areas (13%) in
Population by sex ‘ Derbyshire fall within
‘ A} o R | gan ; the 20% most
& i deprived nationally
=0-14 N P, v 9 " Cotmanhay is the
. w2l = e = T most deprived
POpUlatlon = 15-64 \, % 4 area in Derbyshire.
b ; _ K Ranked 227 in
y age : ; England (1 being @y 15% (20,488) of
= 65 and over Duffield is the least ¢ gl children in Derbyshire

deprived area in
Derbyshire.
Ranked 32,771 in
England (32,844
being the least
deprived).

live in deprived

households (IDACI)

England 49.0% England 51.0%

12% (24,739) of older
people in Derbyshire

Population Growth Since 2011

I 10-20%

(42) live in low income

[ 20-20% (46)
[ 30-40% (45) households (IDAOPI)
[]40-s0% (65)

50-60% (a4)

60-70% (54)

70-80% (60) © Crown copyright and

80-90% (64) database rights [2019].

Least deprived 10% (49) Ordnance Survey [100023251].

Seven Domains of Deprivation

Income  Employment Education, Health & Crime Housing & Living

Skills & Training Disabili . :
Amber Bolsover Chesterfield Derbyshire Erewash High Peak North East South  Derbyshire England isability Services Environment
Valley Dales Derbyshire Derbyshire 15% 18% 23% 229, 1% 7% 8%

Source: Office for National Statistics licensed under the Open Government Licence, © Crown Copyright 2022

3.2%
0.6% 0.7% 0.0%
s N gl

-0.2%

of areas in Derbyshire in the 20% most deprived nationally...

Policy & Research, June 2022 DERBYSHIRE

research@derbyshire.gov.uk County Council DERBYSHIRE

County Council

Policy & Research - September 2019 @

Source: Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, English Indices of Deprivation 2019



INDICES OF MULTIPLE DEPRAVATION

The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) datasets are small
area measures of relative deprivation across each of the

constituent nations of the United Kingdom. Areas are ranked
from the most deprived area (rank 1) to the least deprived area.

https://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html

The following map shows Lower layer Super Output Areas
(LSOAS). They comprise between 400 and 1,200 households
and have a usually resident population between 1,000 and
3,000 persons.

If you want to find out how to use these tools we will be
offering follow up sessions.
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https://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html

Indices of Deprivation: 2019 and 2015

Switch domain to: [ wo | & | s | |+|<sz>|.| MK 2019 map [[Y |

Viewing Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2015 map Off
Fv_: T I — — — ,l
= | ) | 4

2019 Py ane

e

Coul Aston

Your selected location falls in Chesterfield QQQA@\ LSOA

OBl (i.e. neighbourhood).This is within Barrow Hill and New
Whittingto_ncl ward and Chesterﬁeldvl local authority
district.

Apperknowie

MiddieHangley ) In 2019, this LSOA is ranked 2,538 out of 32,844 LSOAs in

England; where 1 is the most deprived LSOA. This is
amongst the 10% most deprived neighbourhoods in the
country.

Hundall

Nether H ‘\
> \

&
Chesterfield 003A is one of 69 LSOAs in Chesterfield local
authority district. Using the IMD rank of average summary
measure, this local authority ranked 84 in 2015 and 86 in
2019, out of 317 local authorities.

This chart shows the percentage distribution in 2019 and
2015 of LSOAs within Chesterfield, in each decile of the
Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD).

10% most deprived 10% least deprived

- e
s D
0 25 50 75

Percentage of LSOAs

Neighbourhood (LSOA)

(¥) Chesterfield 003A
(¥) Chesterfield 013A
(¥) Chesterfield 002D
(¥) _Chesterfield 002A
(¥) Chesterfield 0048
(] Chesterfield 001C

Showing 3 to 10 of 69 entries

3
Brami: ale
S .. Glapwell

| Map data A© contributors
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TOP TIPS - PLAN FOR SUCCESS

Applying for funding is just like applying for a job. There will be lots of competition and you will
have to argue your case.

Research your project thoroughly

Whilst it is often tempting to just get on and fill out a form, a project which has been planned
carefully and with consideration stands out very clearly from those that have been rushed.

Research can take weeks or even months but knowing that the project is what people want and

Is the best possible way to deliver a benefit will make sure that the project runs for a long time
into the future.

- ( CHESTERFIELD 73%\ Funded by
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TOP TIPS - PLAN FOR SUCCESS

Research the funder

You need to know your funder before you write your application. At a minimum you should:
* Check the funder’s website
 Read the funder’s annual report and other published documents
 Find a contact name at the funder and double check the spelling

Check the funder’s current address

 Look at how much money they’ve given previously. This will guide how much funding you ask
for

You should use the information you find to tailor your application to that particular funder’s
Interests.

Leave enough time
You need to leave at least six months between applying for funding and hearing an outcome.

- ( CHESTERFIELD 73%\ Funded by
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TOP TIPS- FOCUS ON OUTCOMES

You need to be clear on what outcomes your project will deliver and how it will help.

Ask yourself:
« What do you want to do?
« Why?
 Who will benefit?
 How will they benefit?

« How do you know that your project is the best way of accomplishing your aims?
* Are there any other similar projects in the area?

Until you can answer these questions clearly and concisely you’re not ready to submit a funding
application.

ldentifying the outcomes of your project, how they will be achieved and what evidence you will
need to prove that you've delivered the outcomes you aimed for is vital to winning funding.
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TOP TIPS - IDENTIFY YOUR SELLING POINTS

Funders tend to be attracted to: * Your financial security and sustainability in the
medium and long term. Funders will want to be

Ga

* Your use of volunteers. If people willingly give you

some of their time this shows their commitment and
that it is a good cause. You may also give volunteers
transferable skills and training opportunities.

The involvement of users in planning or running your
project. Involving users shows that your project is
needed and wanted by the people who have first-hand
knowledge of the problem you’re trying to solve.

* Your ability to mobilise support in kind. Gathering in-
kind support, like pro-bono support from businesses,
donated furniture and other non-monetary items,
shows that you can get practical support from people
and are not relying only on your funders.

* Your ability to attract support from other sources.
Support and recognition from the statutory sector and
other providers is important.

reassured that you are a safe bet.

The proportion of funds you generate for yourselves.
Being self-supporting is very attractive to funders at
every level.

The support you get in membership or donations
from the local community. Support from the local
community is a strong point. This kind of support
also enhances your financial sustainability.
Collaboration with other groups. Working with other
groups shows that you’re ensuring that your group
doesn’t duplicate efforts.

Wider Significance. Could your project have wider
reaching significance? Could it been seen as a pilot
which would either impact on work in other areas or
pave the way to attracting more money for a larger
project? This is often a selling point for funders.



TOP TIPS - BUDGET FOR SUCCESS

An accurate, realistic budget can make or break your
funding application. Your budget needs to include
everything that you need so that you can run your project.
It also needs to make sense to the funder and show them

that you're capable of handling the funding you’re asking
for.

N CHESTERFIELD ?g Funded by
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WRITING APPLICATIONS

Our top tips for writing your funding application include:

Remember application writing is 80% preparation,
20% writing.

Research funders. You need to find out as much as
you can about the funder and then tailor your
application accordingly. Check their websites, look
at their annual reports, Google them and pursue any
other avenues you can think of to learn about the
funder.

Ensure you have the funder’s current address.

Ask for a specific amount of money. Check what they
have given in the past and ask for a realistic sum.
Ensure that your main contact can answer questions
about your project confidently.

Allow at least six months between sending
applications and the start of the project.

Include salaries and running costs when you
budget. Only ask the funder for this ifitis
something that they fund.

Use facts and figures instead of generalisation.
You need to provide hard evidence of need.
Convey your key points as briefly as possible and
keep your language simple.

Make sure you answer the questions asked on
application forms.

Get someone not connected to your group to look
at your application critically before sending it in.
Mention if you’ve previously applied whether or
not you were successful.

Show how service users have been involved in
your project.

Include a realistic budget. Avoid round figures.

Include a project plan.



http://www.valonline.org.uk/project-planning/11-describe-project%E2%80%99s-outputs
http://www.valonline.org.uk/project-planning
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HOW TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT APPLICATIONS

Once you’ve planned your project and done your research you're ready to complete and submit

your application.

Here’s the process you should go through:
1. Download the guidelines as well as the application form from the website if applying
online.
2. Read through the all of the information that comes with the form before deciding whether
to apply. It is important to check whether your organisation is eligible and whether your
planned activities fit the funder's criteria. Funding applications often fail because the
organisation or planned activities do not fit the criteria.
3. Read through the whole application form before filling any part of it in and make sure you
understand all of it. If you don’t, ask for help. Links CVS can support you.
4. Answer the question they ask you. Do not put in any information that is not relevant to the
question.
5. Fill in a photocopy of the form and have someone from outside your group comment on the
draft copy first.



HOW TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT APPLICATIONS

6. Use the amount of space allowed for each answer as a guide to how much detail is
required. Do not continue on extra paper unless asked to do so.

/. Use bullet points wherever possible and do not waffle.

8. Make sure the writing is legible. You should complete the application in neat
handwriting or at least point 10 in an easy to read font (e.g. Ariel). Links can help with
completing forms on a computer and submitting online.

O. Make sure that you send in any extra information that is requested. Leaving this
iInformation out can delay your application.

10. Make a copy of the form and keep a record of the date you sent it.
11. Make sure that the main contact named on the form has access to a copy of the

application form and is available during the day in case the funder wants to get in touch.
12. Respond promptly if you are asked for more information after submitting your
application.
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TOP TIPS - DON'T DO IT ALONE

If your group needs support researching, preparing or submitting a funding application, Links CVS is here to
help.

We can:
 Help you identify the best funder for your project
« Work with you to develop a strong application
 Review your application before you submit it

Contact us to discuss your needs

If your group needs help securing the funding you need to thrive, Links CVS is here to help.
Contact us on:

Email: info@linkscvs.org.uk

Telephone: 01246 274844

Complete our funding questionnaire: https://www.linkscvs.org.uk/funding-questionnaire.html
Visit our website: www.linkscvs.org.uk



mailto:info@linkscvs.org.uk
https://www.linkscvs.org.uk/funding-questionnaire.html
http://www.linkscvs.org.uk

Thank you!
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