
 

DACES is Derbyshire Adult Community Education Service 

Join us to get qualifications, confidence and skills for life and work! 
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Derbyshire Adult Community Education: A fresh chapter in lifelong 
learning 

Great news! Thanks to new funding from 
the East Midlands Combined County Authority , 
we’re expanding our work. We’ll be helping 
more Derbyshire residents who’ve been held 
back by past experiences to reconnect with 
learning, build skills, and open doors to better 
opportunities. 

  

What’s New? 

We’re here to make sure everyone feels 
welcome and supported to take their next 
steps. Whether you need help to boost your 
confidence, gain new qualifications, or try 
something new, we’re here to help. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eastmidlands-cca.gov.uk%2F/1/01010198cc4e5ba8-b0e28de6-8a2d-4d57-98f3-ea3abc16ea71-000000/UKSCyosdpcQq1vMSvV1Mn6V7O-Z8tFsO5fMpZcOrFbM=419


  

Courses that fit your life 

We continue to offer a wide range of courses, including: 

• English, maths, and digital skills 

• Health and wellbeing 

• Qualifications for work 

• Community learning in areas like sustainability, parenting, and confidence-building 

New courses are added regularly, and many are free or discounted depending on your 
circumstances. You can learn face-to-face or online, whatever suits you best. 

If you would like to know what is available, please visit:  Find an adult education course – 
Derbyshire County Council 

Let’s work together 

If you’re part of a local group or organisation, get in touch! We can tell you about our courses or 
work with you to shape something that suits your community. 

Positive changes and still here to help 

Derbyshire Adult Community Education is changing, but we’re still here for you and ready to help. 
We’d love to meet you. 

 Email: adult.education@derbyshire.gov.uk  Telephone: 01629 531241 

 Stay Connected 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates, inspiration, and learner stories. 

 Adult community education – Derbyshire County Council 

• Facebook 

• Instagram 

 

The results will soon be in – guidance on where next 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshire.gov.uk%2Feducation%2Fadult-education%2Ffind-course%2Ffind-an-adult-education-course.aspx/1/01010198cc4e5ba8-b0e28de6-8a2d-4d57-98f3-ea3abc16ea71-000000/dL_6mW6iwrN_BYTe3DIs22HjgcPq0QDd-sprkbYaLSc=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshire.gov.uk%2Feducation%2Fadult-education%2Ffind-course%2Ffind-an-adult-education-course.aspx/1/01010198cc4e5ba8-b0e28de6-8a2d-4d57-98f3-ea3abc16ea71-000000/dL_6mW6iwrN_BYTe3DIs22HjgcPq0QDd-sprkbYaLSc=419
mailto:adult.education@derbyshire.gov.uk
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshire.gov.uk%2Feducation%2Fadult-education%2Fadult-community-education.aspx/1/01010198cc4e5ba8-b0e28de6-8a2d-4d57-98f3-ea3abc16ea71-000000/mu2HY4dueUvMZcYp8wfi83-JQJ3TIuYcGlvZdj3GWgY=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F1CnWXcjRN9%2F%3Fmibextid=wwXIfr/1/01010198cc4e5ba8-b0e28de6-8a2d-4d57-98f3-ea3abc16ea71-000000/q7aD5mCFIy9Oays-czb7sxfwBh8Zf_fklwx7vUYLO50=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fderbyshireace%3Figsh=MWt1OWVpdzE1cmpveg==/1/01010198cc4e5ba8-b0e28de6-8a2d-4d57-98f3-ea3abc16ea71-000000/fHrznTFBCPII6z_rM82mi6G34Q7zKgQvR-xzXV7-eTQ=419


Are you supporting, working with, or 
living with a young person who is 
expecting their GCSE or A-level results 
this August? 

Derbyshire County Council’s Youth 
Employment Support (YES) Team is 
hosting a series of Post-Results 
Support Events to help young people 
navigate their next steps, whether 
results day brings celebration or 
uncertainty. 

Why Attend? 

Results day can be a challenging time, especially if outcomes don’t meet expectations. That’s why 
YES Derbyshire is offering drop-in sessions across three hubs, where young people can access 
guidance, explore training opportunities, and receive one-to-one support from qualified staff and 
local providers. 

 Event locations and times 

The Quad, Chesterfield -Tuesday 26 August 

• Ages 16–18: Drop-in between 10am and midday 

• Ages 16–24: Drop-in between 12.30pm and 3pm 

Ilkeston Library -Thursday 28 August 

• Ages 16–18: Drop-in between 10am and midday 

• Ages 16–24: Drop-in between 12.30pm and 3pm 

Swadlincote Adult Education Centre - Monday 1 September 

• Ages 16–18: Drop-in between 10am and  midday 

• Ages 16–24: Drop-in between 12.30pm and 3pm 

 How to book 

Full details, including dates and times, are available on this downloadable poster .To reserve a 
space, simply scan the QR code provided.  

Young people will have the chance to meet: 

• Local training providers 

• Supportive, qualified YES staff 

• Advisors ready to help secure post-16 and post-18 education, training, or employment 
options 

Let’s help every young person feel confident about their future, whatever their results may be. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FUKDCC%2F2025%2F08%2F13%2Ffile_attachments%2F3354606%2FYES%2520Post-Results%2520Day%2520Leaflet.pdf/1/01010198cc4e5ba8-b0e28de6-8a2d-4d57-98f3-ea3abc16ea71-000000/TLVnvhwb7vEzZdmWoxRZCaT-T__Fb5N7g0bL0N6MJjU=419


 

Cotmanhay and ilkeston ACE Community Open Day 
Cotmanhay and Ilkeston Adult Community 
Education Centre opened its doors on Wednesday 
7 August, for a lively and inspiring Community Open 
Day, bringing together learners, families, and local 
residents to celebrate education, opportunity, and 
community spirit. 

From the moment visitors arrived, the centre buzzed 
with a positive energy. Staff from Derbyshire Adult 
Community Education Service (DACES) greeted 
guests with warmth and enthusiasm, offering guided 
tours, interactive activities, and a chance to explore 
the wide range of free courses available this autumn 

 Showcasing lifelong learning 

The event highlighted DACES’ commitment 
to accessible, inclusive education for adults of 
all ages and backgrounds. Attendees had the 
opportunity to: 

• Speak directly with tutors and learning 
support staff 

• Try hands-on tasters in subjects like 
photography, music, story telling and 
wellbeing 

• Learn about tailored study programmes for young learners 

• Discover pathways into employment, further education, and personal development 

One of the day’s most moving moments came from current learners who shared reflections on their 
educational journeys, stories of resilience, growth, and newfound confidence that affirmed the 
transformative power of adult learning. 

 “A place where you’re truly supported” 

Visitors praised the centre’s welcoming atmosphere 
and the nurturing support offered to learners. 
DACES staff were on hand to explain how their 
programmes are tailored to individual needs, 
helping students overcome barriers and achieve their 
goals. 

  



 Building connections, inspiring futures 

With refreshments, creative displays, and a friendly buzz throughout the day, the event was a 
celebration of community connection. Local organisations also joined in, sharing resources and 
opportunities for further support. 

As the day wrapped up, many left with information leaflets in hand and a renewed sense of 
possibility. The message was clear: education is for everyone, and DACES is here to help every 
learner thrive. 

 

Rink House and Swadlincote Adult Education Centre update 

You may have heard that Rink House and Swadlincote Adult Education Centre buildings are being 
listed for sale. These properties are being marketed as an ‘Investment Opportunity’, which simply 
means that the new owner will receive rental income,  they won’t be moving in or using the space 
themselves. 

Here’s the key point:  Our tenancy is secure until December 2033, and Derbyshire County 
Council will remain in place. There are no plans or requirements for us to vacate, so our services 
and day-to-day operations will continue as normal. 

We understand that change can bring questions, but rest assured: This means no disruption to our 
classes and activities in Swadlincote. 

 

Money Matters 
Free 6-week course at Glossop Adult Community 
Education Centre 
starts Thursday 18 September 1-3 pm  

Want to feel more confident managing your money? 
Join our friendly, practical course designed to help 
you take control of your finances, whatever your 
starting point. 

  

Each week, we’ll explore: 

• How to budget and plan ahead 

• Understanding basic bank accounts 

• Tips to make your money go further 

• How spending habits can change, and how to adapt 

No tests, no pressure, just useful skills for everyday life. 



Book your free place online: 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/adulteducation 

 

Do Something BIG 
To support the government's drive to ‘Do 
Something BIG’, we have several 
opportunities for learning and training in the 
Early Years sector. 

Step into Childcare 

A 5-week course introducing learners to some 
aspects of a career in the early years and 
education sector. 

Early Years Professional Skills Bootcamp: 

An 8-week course which includes delivery towards some of the Early Years Educator 
apprenticeship standards. Learners will gain Paediatric First Aid, Food Safety, and a DBS check. 
Learning is at Level 3 and is free for learners aged 19+ living in the D2N2 (Derby/Derbyshire, 
Nottingham/Nottinghamshire) area. There is a cost to Early Years settings if current staff are looking 
to upskill. Delivery can be flexible to meet employer needs. 

Early Years Professional Level 2  

Offered as both an apprenticeship and a stand-alone course. 

Early Years Educator Level 3  

We have limited places available under the Free Courses for Jobs offer for learners who are 
unemployed or who earn less than £33,796.80 per year. We also deliver this as an apprenticeship, 
which could be accelerated if the Early Years Professional Skills Bootcamp is completed first. 

For information on any of these courses, please contact: 
 workplace.learning@derbyshire.gov.uk 

 

Boost your wellbeing through Art – Free taster session 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshire.gov.uk%2Fadulteducation/1/01010198cc4e5ba8-b0e28de6-8a2d-4d57-98f3-ea3abc16ea71-000000/09-qts7aN6Q6C9yqaURF6G9OfCvNUJBcpmLxzArjm6U=419
mailto:workplace.learning@derbyshire.gov.uk


Discover the joy of creativity and self-expression in a relaxed, 
welcoming space. 

Cotmanhay and Ilkeston ACE Centre 
Thursday 28 August 
4:30pm to 6:30pm 

Whether you're a complete beginner or just curious, come along 
and explore how art can support your wellbeing. 

 Visit www.derbyshire.gov.uk/adulteducation 

 Or call 01629 531807 for more information 

 

Class of 25! -Young learners celebrate success at the Move On 
Event 

Young people who took part in Get 
That Job, Keep That 
Job celebrated their achievements 
at the Move On Event, held at 
Cotmanhay and Ilkeston Adult 
Education Centre on 30 July. 

All learners successfully 
completed the Level 1 Extended 
Award in Employability Skills, 
gaining valuable knowledge and 
practical tools to help them move 
into and stay in employment. 

Tutor, Anne Saint shared: 

“All the learners have taken part in activities such as mock interviews and roleplays, demonstrating 
excellent customer service skills.” 

Rachel Lyne, a YES DWP worker who referred all the young people to the course, said: 

“It’s great to be able to refer our Universal Credit claimants to a course that builds their confidence, 
supports their aspirations, and equips them with the skills to get and keep a job.” She added: “It’s 
been fantastic to see their confidence grow as the course progressed. They’ve also developed 
strong communication and customer service skills, vital for their future careers.” 

One learner, Chelsea, reflected on her experience: 

“It’s definitely changed how I view people who run their own business. There’s so much work 
involved in creating and maintaining one.” She added: “The memories and the people who attended 
made it even better, and the teacher was kind and patient with us all.” 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshire.gov.uk%2Fadulteducation/1/01010198cc4e5ba8-b0e28de6-8a2d-4d57-98f3-ea3abc16ea71-000000/I8gxRIkRjpU5wT3Bn7_ZTtofV-XT1Uji5548ofV33K4=419


Your feedback is important is important to us 

Have you completed a course with us recently ? 
Your feedback is important to us. It helps us identify what we do well 
and what we can do better. Your feedback really does shape what we 
do. its supports us to: 

• continue to improve quality 

• make sure your learning is effective and enjoyable as possible 

• makes sure our courses stay inclusive and relevant to meet your 
needs 

If you have completed a course with us recently and haven't yet completed your feedback form, now 
is your chance! Please scan the QR code or follow on the link below: 

DACES course feedback form 2024 to 2025 

It only takes two minutes to complete the form. We would love to hear from you. Every feedback 
form we receive makes a difference.  

 

Find a job with Derbyshire County Council 

We work hard to be an excellent employer and in return we expect our employees to give their best 
so that we can deliver high quality services to the people of Derbyshire. 

Find a job with Derbyshire County Council. 

   

Ofsted says we're Good! 

  

 

 

   

 

 

For further information, contact your local Adult Community Education Centre or visit our 
website www.derbyshire.gov.uk/adulteducation 

 

  

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fforms.office.com%252Fpages%252Fresponsepage.aspx%253Fid=s46aQhAyGk6qomzN4N2rxSMkNHYKD6JIqbJ9h6w5yRZUMzYyTU5WUk5QUTQ0VjI3RzY1TEdNTURGSCQlQCN0PWcu%2526route=shorturl%2F1%2F0101019720a6682c-f263e55d-04b9-4265-8691-1c7921efd56a-000000%2FY_HeNs8KXn_k0Lo_59y5X9hzjxsl130BIih8m4Yw9Wo=407/1/01010198cc4e5ba8-b0e28de6-8a2d-4d57-98f3-ea3abc16ea71-000000/pZyCSOZ_c2Zg2UPySB6d76wDPnLKluGyJwE1F-cqSI8=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshire.gov.uk%2Fworking-for-us%2Fjobs%2Ffind-a-job-with-us.aspx/1/01010198cc4e5ba8-b0e28de6-8a2d-4d57-98f3-ea3abc16ea71-000000/QUfkBUQ6mqrIvV4zWovwzyQddCQQHUmkD-hSSqQPs5I=419
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Freports.ofsted.gov.uk%2Fprovider%2F42%2F50217/1/01010197211a8214-e3a21a25-5219-4f6f-84d5-6c56e87a6892-000000/vGiiUfDVzWrueIWM8waUQBHxlGAhuUtSM4t3R-N3WQU=407
http://phhnqtzb.r.us-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/www.derbyshire.gov.uk%2Facecentres/1/0101018e0e2f697e-3c8b73b8-483f-4859-b023-a60514685747-000000/8zPtccO9SsJdRUFPAlR40jXemjg=364
http://phhnqtzb.r.us-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/www.derbyshire.gov.uk%2Fadulteducation/1/0101018e0e2f697e-3c8b73b8-483f-4859-b023-a60514685747-000000/6pJLzRwNa6Bn3MucjvAdgemVtwU=364
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Freports.ofsted.gov.uk%2Fprovider%2F42%2F50217/2/01010194f58abf62-080bd9bb-d8f7-448d-999e-18c28827a910-000000/7Nuu-nfQzS6NDFTpFR78IyhVFD9bp8wmB397TBQZavA=391

